5 Parenting Tips:
1.   How will you define your child’s success in life?

Cultures Values:
God’s Values:

     *Practical suggestion – come up with a family mission statement together.  

Patch family mission statement:

“To work as a family & individually to accomplish God’s plan for us to reach people who don’t have a personal relationship with Jesus and to help younger Christians grow.  We should do this with a constantly growing character that more reflects the love of Christ.”  (Matthew 28:19-20)

2.  Prioritize your time with the Lord daily.  

Children learn best by modeling.  

     *Practical suggestions:

      ABCD plan.  (Make it your desire not your goal).  See attached handout.  
      Read the bible to your children daily too.  
      Discuss what you learned on the way home from Central teachings/Oasis.  

      Make sacrifices to get your child under God’s word!  

3.  Pray for your child and with your child daily.    
2 Principles of developing your prayer life: 
     1.  Keep in touch with God throughout the day (1Thess 5:17)
     2.  Structure quality time with God – begin with bible reading & reflection then pray!  

The Power of a Praying Life by Paul Miller is a fantastic book on prayer.
Miller says conversation with God breaks down into 2 questions:
     1.  How am I doing?  What is coming at me?  Am I happy, sad, thankful, discouraged, angry, frustrated?  

     2.  What is God saying to me? What does the Word say?  

Practical suggestions:

     -Write and pray scripture for them and journal your prayers for your kids.  

     -Get a prayer journal for your kids

     -World map on wall –pray for missionaries and for people who don’t know Jesus all over the world.  You can Change the World (for children)
4.  Raise your child in Christian community (Roman12, 1Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4)

Loving God’s Way by Gary Delashmutt 
· Getting spiritual input from other Christians about your marriage & parenting.

· Serving others within the Christian community and out in the world!   
5.  Spend quality time together as a family!  

Family time, separate parent/kid time & date times with your spouse too!  
Investing in your children – takes time and your need to schedule/plan it!

How to Really Love your Child by Campbell 
Campbell:  “In almost all families that have found contentment, satisfaction, happiness, and genuine thankfulness among all family members, the parents possess a similar priority system.  Usually their first priority is of an ethical nature, such as a strong religious faith or moral code.  In most cases, this is manifested by placing God first in their lives and having a warm, comforting, loving, supportive relationship with Him.  They use this stabilizing relationship to influence all other relationships.  Their second priority is the spouse, as discussed previously.  The children take priority number three.  As you can see, real happiness is found in family orientation – the spiritual family then physical family.  God, spouse, children.  These are essential.  The remaining priorities are important, of course, but these three must come first.”   
Do you want to leave a legacy of love to your child?  Then, start with yourself- am I growing in any of these areas?   
· Am I growing in my love relationship with the God of the universe?  
· Am I growing in my knowledge of the bible and in prayer?  

· Am I learning how to receive and give God’s love to others in Christian community?  

· Am I investing in my children by scheduling/planning family times?  

· If not, maybe we don’t truly believe God knows what’s best for our children.  He knows what will bring your children true fulfillment & joy – so why not try parenting His way?  
