DEVELOPING THE ART OF CONVERSATION
(a spoken exchange of thoughts/opinions/feelings; a talk)

Moving towards intimacy in relationships.

We all desire close relationships

· Vertical and horizontal

· with god (prayer) I love the Lord for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy.  Because he turned his ear to me, I will call on him as long as I live. (Psalms116:1,2)

· with people 

· To know and be known fully (1 Corinthians 13:12); Naked and unafraid. (Gen 2:25)
· Parent/child model – But you received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry,”Abba, Father.” (Romans 8:15-17)

· Success – ongoing commitment, more and more personal 

1. “WITH” – an invitation/availability for relational intimacy

Mark 3:14 – Jesus appointing 12 apostles (closest relationships) – that they might be WITH him and that he might send them out   ……and they returned for more (Mark 6) 
WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE WITH OUR CHILDREN?

2. CONFIDENT VISION  - a hope and a future

· new name from God - Simon to Peter (John 1:42)

· God to Joshua - As I was with Moses, I will be with you….Be strong and courageous.  Do not be terrified; do not be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go. (Joshua 1:5,9)

· Jesus to Peter - You will betray me, but I have prayed for you…when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.  (Lk 22:31,32)

WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE WITH OUR CHILDREN?

3. ONGOING (ETERNAL) COMMITMENT through thick and thin

Jesus: In prayers for his people

· prayer for apostles - But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. (Luke 22:32)

· prayer for their protection - My prayer is that you protect them from the evil one. (John 17:15)

· Prayer for all believers - I pray for those who will believe in me through the gospel, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. (John 17:20,21

Jesus: Ongoing connection 

· O.T.: nursing mother - though she may forget, I will not forget you; see, I have engraved you on the palms of  my hand (Isaiah 49:15-16), I have loved you with an everlasting love, I will start over again with you, dear virgin Israel  (Jer. 31)

· N.T.: (John 14: 1-4, 18) I am leaving but I will come back for you….I will send another comforter 

WHAT DOES THIS LOOK LIKE WITH OUR CHILDREN?? 

Joshua 4:20, 21

PRACTICAL IDEAS
1. BE CURIOUS…..I had to pay money for that advice.

2. BE SHORT, SPECIFIC, SINCERE, PATIENT (withhold judgment)

Games - Conversation starter cards; High/lows


At dinner table 



In car

Books


Write their thoughts in blank books


Write their thoughts in margins of book you own/ read together


Write their thoughts in their Bibles

Share family stories with photos on iphone or photo albums

Car time 

Hammock time/ bedtime 

Walking time 

3. TAKE RISK/ MAKE MESS/ STIR THE POT


Kitchen time – cook or bake together –or -  learn how together


Have them teach you their sport/interest 


Older kids / boys of certain age 



Not necessary to have eye contact



Escape plan 



Active – hit all metro parks, big library downtown, bikes



Food – cookies with bball players



Coffee shop brkft - neutral territory & time limit

4. COMMIT TO CONVERSATIONS


Margaret Thatcher – mixed conviction with the long view

