“Growing Successful & Happy Children”   CARE April 7, 2011 Beth Himsworth

1. Define Success  / Describe “successful children”      Zak and Zoe 

Level of Education:



     Profession:

Living Conditions:                   [image: image1.jpg]


[image: image2.jpg]


        Family Situation:




        Spiritual life:

Income:






My relationship with them:

Social & Hobbies:

What do you NOT want to see happen?________________________

Describe Zak and Zoe: Personality / Attitudes / Values – what will they need to live this life? 

2.  What will life really be like? 

    Harry and Lola … Frank and Rosie … Dick and Jane … Jeremy and Sara … Zak and Zoe     

     WW I     Depression    WW II     Boom    Education     Fragmentation    9/11 

3. We teach for success 

What we are proud of them for and what we censure 

What we spend our time on





Teaches them

What we talk about … complain about




  our values

How we describe others










                  Maturity and 

4. 



Achievement and Recognition

      Faithfulness  

          “Success”



 




   Entertainment and Experience 

                “Happiness” 





5.  

Stated Goal


Demonstrated Goal








   ??

  The greater the distance, the greater the






    ??

  confusion, disrespect, lack of conviction.

Are we raising them AS IF they were going to be entering a different world? 

6.  “A life of integrity”   What does this really mean??    Integrity = all the parts fit together

      The “Grid” or Frame of Reference



6. Barriers to Integrity:

Fatigue: Think?  Plan? Seriously? =  “Survival Mode”

Entitlement: What about ME?  I deserve….

Wonder Woman: Independent, “Get it Done”!  “Make it happen!” 

Defeatism: Their peers are more important anyway…  He’s just this way…

Lack of Reflection and Planning: Reactive and child-focused

HELP!  “Lord, we do not know what to do but our eyes are upon you!”  2 Chron 20:12

3 Ideas:

1. Decide what you want

2. Define what you want

3. Commit to what you want

Success and Happiness are by-products of a life of integrity





Eph 2:10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.








� HYPERLINK "http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians+9:26&version=NIV" �1 Corinthians 9:26��Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer beating the air.





Rom 8:16-18 The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s children. Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. 





2 Corinthians 4:17-18 . For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.








Rom 5:2-4 And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. 








Integrity


Knowing Jesus


Following Jesus


Interdependent relationships


Forgiveness


Reconciliation


Social Justice


Gratitude, kindness, courage, honesty, self-control, faithfulness…








Decisions &


Investments: how is this course of action or reaction taking us where we want to go?








Needs &


Situations: what are the issues here?
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