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Benefits of Staying Home
Care Group 11/7/2012

John 3:16 <For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life.
Romans 8:15-16  For you ﻿ ﻿have not received a spirit of slavery ﻿﻿leading to fear again, but you ﻿ ﻿have received ﻿﻿a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “﻿﻿Abba! Father!” 

    
 The Spirit Himself ﻿ ﻿testifies with our spirit that we are ﻿ ﻿children of God, 

Inward focus: “…we aren’t to put on blinkers so the child can’t understand what other people think. In other words, go ahead and read a wide spectrum of books. Talk over together ideas you don’t think are right.”   Books Children Love
Hindrances to staying home:
Money:
 1 Tim 6:9-10  But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by many foolish and harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows. 

Matt 6:19-24  “Don’t store up treasures here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal.  Store your treasures in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal.  Wherever your treasure is, there the desires of your heart will also be.

“No one can serve two masters. For you will hate one and love the other; you will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 


Identity:
“There are interesting jobs and areas of creativity in work itself, but to put the home on one side and a career on the other as 2 opposite things—one mundane and only a matter of washing floors, dishes, and ironing clothes, the other fascinating and fulfilling—is to be just plain bankrupt in the area of knowing what life is all about, and particularly as a married person, what family life is all about.  What is a Family
“Over and over again, someone in a relationship needs to consider the family as a career, a project, serious enough to be willing to be the one to ‘scramble up over jagged rocks to feed the birds, so that they won’t become extinct.’ The family is even more important than rare species of birds, and taking on the career of being a mother and wife is a fabulously rare life work in the 20th century, and a very challenging job. A wasted effort? A thankless job? An undignified slave? No, a most exciting possibility of turning the tide, of saving the species, of affecting history, of doing something that will be felt and heard in every widening-circles.”  What is a Family

Reasons to stay home:

Psalm 127:3-5a

Children are a gift from the Lord;

they are a reward from him.

      Children born to a young man

 are like arrows in a warrior’s hands.

    How joyful is the man whose quiver is full of them!
Prov 31 She carefully watches everything in her household

and suffers nothing from laziness.

   Her children stand and bless her.

Her husband praises her:  “There are many virtuous and capable women in the world,

but you surpass them all!”    Charm is deceptive, and beauty does not last;

but a woman who fears the Lord will be greatly praised.
Deut 6:5-7     “﻿﻿You shall love the Lord your God ﻿ ﻿with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your might. ﻿These words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart.   ﻿You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up

Psalm 78:5b-7 …Which He ﻿ ﻿commanded our fathers that they should ﻿ ﻿teach them to their children, that the generation to come might know, even ﻿ ﻿the children yet to be born, that they may arise and ﻿ ﻿tell them to their children,  that they should put their confidence in God and ﻿ ﻿not forget the works of God, but ﻿keep His commandments, 

Titus 2:4-5a  …so that they may ﻿﻿encourage the young women to love their husbands, to love their children,  to be sensible, pure, ﻿workers at home, kind…
Memories:

“Constantly you need to think of the memory value as well as the practical monetary value of what you are using money for, as you bring up a family. Constantly you need to think of what will last longer, with greater results, a new car or a memory! What about schedules, sleep, school, meals on time, and the usual standard of values as to how to use time day by day? There are times when memories are in danger of being unrecognized and the time is going to be wasted or lost, with the memory uncaptured! What is a Family
“Someone in the family—one who is happily making it his or her career, or both parents…at least one person needs to be conscious that memories are important and that time can be made to have double value by recognizing that what is done today will be tomorrow’s memory.” What is a Family

“There is something about saying, ‘We always do this,’ which helps to keep the years together. Time is such an elusive thing that if we keep on meaning to do something interesting, but never doing it, year would follow year with no special thoughtfulness being expressed in making gifts, surprises, charming table settings and familiar favorite food.”  What is a Family
Creativity:
“A clean and orderly house is a joy to everyone, yet there is a need to be sensitive to the greater importance of freedom to paint, mix clay, scatter pieces of cloth in cutting out a dress or a sail.”  What is a Family

Reading:
[reading books]… “opens doors of interest and curiosity, informs, and triggers questioning. Restless bodies become still and concentrated—thinking is encouraged. Reading out loud together fosters warm ties in human relationships. The experience is shared, and then interesting and meaningful conversation ensues.”   Books Children Love

“When a child identifies with either a real or a fictional character in a book who demonstrates courage or faith or honesty or determination or kindness or any one of the qualities so important to nurture in a child’s own character, all those values are reinforced in the child’s consciousness. When the effects of dishonesty, unkindness, carelessness, hypocrisy and other wrong behavior are observed in the course of a story or in a nation’s history, the truth is learned with lasting effectiveness.’  Books Children Love

“Facing failures and tragedies with the characters of a story may vicariously give children the experience of courage and loyalty. Weeping with some and rejoicing with others—this is the beginning of a compassionate heart.”  Honey for a Child’s Heart
“…my thesis that parents who read widely together with their children are going to be those who most influence their children, who have the largest world view, who have an uncommon delight in what is good and true and beautiful—and an uncommon commitment to it. Sharing and feeling and talking together will come naturally. Books shared with each other provide that kind of climate.”  Honey for a Child’s Heart

“The choice will sometimes be between a clean house with the television as morning baby-sitter or a partially clean house, no telephone conversations, and a half-hour of sharing a picture book. Or a father might choose to delay the relaxation of reading his newspaper to make time for a story with the children.”  Honey for a Child’s Heart

“If you are going to require your children to curtail their TV viewing, if you are going to create a 3 hour void in their daily lives, then you must make a commitment to fill that void. You have to produce the crayons and paper, you have to teach them how to play checkers, you have to help with the cookie mix. And most importantly, you must pick up those books—books to be read to the child, books to be read by the child, books to be read to yourself—even when you have a headache, even when you’re tired, even when you’re worried about the checkbook. You’ll be surprised. Just as that book will take your child’s mind off television, it also will take your mind off the headache or checkbook.”  The Read-aloud Handbook
Family on a Mission:
“What I am saying is simply this: As Christian parents we are concerned about building whole people—people who are alive emotionally, spiritually, intellectually. The instruction to train up a child in the way he should go encompasses so much more than teaching him the facts of the gospel. It is to train the child’s character, to give him high ideals, and to encourage integrity. It is to provide largeness of thought, creative thinking, imaginative wondering—an adequate view of God and His world. He can never really appreciate the finest without personal redemption. But many a redeemed person lives in a small insecure world because he has never walked with God into the larger place which is His domain. We have books and the Book at our disposal to use wisely for God’s glory. A young child, a fresh uncluttered mind, a world before him—to what treasures will you lead him? With what will you furnish his spirit?” Honey for a Child’s Heart

“Parents are not really convinced of the importance of biblical instruction. Not really, I said. Because we do arrange for what we believe is important. Life is never so busy that we don’t manage to see that our family has nourishing food, adequate clothing, and proper sleep. And, yes, we see that they get to Sunday school, church, youth organizations, and all the busy extras of life. 

“But parents who never read God’s Word outside of an organized meeting of the church are not likely to sense the urgency of instructing children in the most important truth in the world. If we really believe that knowing God and His Son is the most vital experience in the world, how dare we leave the responsibility for instruction to someone else?”  Honey for a Child’s Heart

“There is nothing that is more helpful for your own children than their becoming involved in compassion for people.  There is nothing more beneficial for your children than discovering how exciting it is to know that someone has ‘passed from darkness to light’ because of the times spent in your home. To find that happiness really comes in the midst of seeing someone else helped—especially if helped to find eternal life, as well as to begin to have a changed life here—teaches the whole family what life is all about.”  What is a Family

Vision:

“If ever a ‘movement’ were needed, it is a movement to reestablish real family life. As one can imagine the world becoming a dry desert devoid of plant life because of ecological imbalances, one can also imagine families shriveling up and leaving a desert, too, as far as human personalities are concerned. Any one family is an oasis. A springing up of many green spots in the desert is needed, at the cost of people putting other people before their own search for happiness. The mere existence of an oasis is important to the traveler in a desert. The mere existence of a family, even a widely scattered family, is important to people…” What is a Family
Book List

What is a Family  Edith Schaeffer
Books Children Love  Elizabeth Wilson

The Read-Aloud Handbook  Jim Trelease

Honey for a Child’s Heart   Gladys Hunt

How to Really Love your Child  Ross Campbell
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Resources:

2012 Servant Team Meeting (Fall)
www.xenos.org/teachings/?teaching=2249 

Simple Living Class

