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Rebellion & Entitlement: How do they develop?

Agency: What does it mean? 

· the capacity, condition, or state of acting or of exerting power; operation

· a person or thing through which power is exerted or an end is achieved : instrumentality  

Aspects of Agency

· Synonyms instrument, means, medium, ministry, vehicle
· Related Words determinant, factor, influence, ingredient, mechanism, tool; activator, animator, catalyst, driver, energizer, executor, generator, impetus, incentive, inspiration, instigator, launcher, mover, power, stimulus, trigger; cause
Why is agency important? 

· Created by God to have an impact on the world.  Eph 2:10 

“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do”

We need to matter

What makes my life “matter”? 

What do I do that reflects Agency?


Children are people too!

· Turning our children into mere consumers and passive recipients of our attention and entertainment dehumanizes them.

· Children were created to strive, create and nurture.

· People need to be needed and need to feel significant.   

· We can trace a lot of adolescent angst and rebellion to the pent up need to be a part of something and to work to see things accomplished.

Children are idealistic

· We can work against that: By giving them too much   (Distraction)

· By telling them (in essence) that they aren't competent/shouldn't be bothered with contributing to the lives of others        (Protection)

· By promoting relational immaturity   (Focus on feelings & rights)

“Biblical” Agency

· Capable + Visionary  

· “I can make things happen”

· “God can use my life in ways that make a difference” 

· Goal is not “self-esteem” – Why?

· Goal = ?

Model that represents children’s needs: House and Pillars – built on “Rock” and “Sand”

“I am capable” involves Agency – “I matter”

Practical “agency” for children

· Planting a seed and watching it grow – give it light and water.  What if we didn’t water it? 

· Taking care of an animal - regularly

· Help with the care of another

Boredom and Resentment

· Why are they so much a part of adolescent culture?

· They were groomed to be “takers” and recipients.

Boredom and Resentment

· Kid's boredom often stems from the knowledge that they are not important;

· that they are not engaged in meaningful work and relationships

· that they don't "count" in the community - except as a taker

What do academics and sports have in common? 

· Competitive

· “Graded” and Ranked

· Focus: achievement – they are primarily about Me, what I Do, where I Stand in relation to others

A life focused on achievement and ranking

· What do we often see in “successful” teens? (Good at sports/academics)

What do academics and sports have in common?  (Besides the positive, enriching aspects)
· They can mask relational weakness

· They are easier for parents than promoting biblical agency – why?

What is the focus of biblical agency?

· Belonging to a group effort to care for the weak, needy, poor, sick or the foreigner in our midst. 

Empowerment 

Build


Care for

Negotiate

Get information

Console

Change your mind

Deliver 

Create 

What does agency produce?  Open the door … and horizon

· “The more the kids are tied into a bigger world, the less dependent they are on the opinions and approval of kids in their small world” 
We can focus on teaching them to give of themselves and on family-integrated ministry (children and parents involved in meeting needs together - not in separate "projects" - but as a natural lifestyle.  

Kids will feel fulfilled when they have learned to live and develop interdependent community and have a long term positive impact on others.  (ie they can feel - and be- needed)   

This is super important for sex education.  When they have a high level of respect for others and understanding that their actions have impact, they are far better prepared to deal with temptations - and to plan for a healthy dating life - than if they are bored and feel that something is missing in life.  
